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_“T7IE ASHANTEE WAR.

THE ASOANTEES DRIVEN ACROSS THE TRAIL
mﬂﬂﬂ OrFr THE THE PURAUIT RY THE BRITISH
—~ DISORDERLY FLIGHT OF THE ABHANTEES—
FREFARATION FOR'AN AUGVANCE ON COUMABSIE.
Loxpox, Thureday, Jan. li::“a
o from Cape Coast Castle report tl Rir
g.lr::‘t“:\'nlml'ny has advanosd u-_wut-y milu_into
fhe interior The Ashantees are flying before him.

LaTER—Advices from Cape Const l_‘u-i.le to Dee.
1 report that the Ashantecs were driven across the
River Prah, reintering their own territory 1_n great
disorder. They left a large number of ilhelr‘ dead
ad wounded on the bauk of the river.  Bir Garnet
Wolealoy wias in pursuit with 500 sailors.

The troop ships Himalaya aud Tamar bad arrived
ot Cape Coast Castle, and everything was roady for
an advance npon Coomassie,

The Gold Coast was very unbealthy.

Loxnon, Friday, Jan, 3=830 & m.

A special dizpatch to The Daily Telegraph !_u,\ruml'l
Ashaptess were drowned in the River Prah i their
gight vefore Bir Garnet Wolseley

IEa—
EIFGE OF ABRA KEAMPA.
MARCHING TO THE AID OF THE GARRISON—COW-
ARDLY CONDUCT OF THE FANTERS,
[rEOM THE RYRCTAL CORRKSPONDENT OF THE TRIFUNK. |

Capr COAST CAFTLE, Nov. 12—1 closed my last
smication of Nov. 4 suddenly, for the news ar-
cived thnt the position at Abra Krampa had been at-
tacked by the Ashantees: thal, nlﬂllfﬂgll beaten
tack, they had ronewed the attack at rughtfu.li._sml
that fightiog was wtill going on, The newe ml'rwl‘ll
bere in the middle of the uicht, and althongh it 1".“11_-
frmly bolieved that Major Russell conld hold hie
position, still, as the whole Ashantee anuy wns eon:
ecntrated in front of hitg, it was ennaidered advigs-
Lie to marth at once to his relicf, Orders were
aconrdingly sent on boat d slirp for the debarkation
These were ashore by

pomin

of 30 mannes nud mailors
1 8 o'clock were ot the mareh, aceompanied

130, wnd @
by Fir Gaumet Wolseley sud  Lle ¢afl, The
peat wae overpowering: the sam blazed down

with itx raye untempered by a breath of wind,
and during shie tiggt tour or five miles of the march
thero 1w scarcely any shinde whatever. The conse-
quences were not long 1 showing themeelves, Man
after man fell out from the ranks on their march, or
wasannble to rigeafter the halts, Bofore the villuge
which 1 situated abont midway betwoen Cape Const
aod Amaibor, wne e et 70 men out of the 300 had
tallen out. The balt here was s welcome rolief; biut,
by the time that they reached Assabor, not more
thau 150 at mest were m 6 condition to procedd,
Here. hawever, there was a halt for two hours and &
ball. The wen had choeolate and preserved meats
sorvedd out to thew, and loug ere the expiration of
the bult almost all the stragelers came in. Fifty
marines, who formed the earrison of Assabor, wer
erdered to march to Hutoana, s villuge two miles
furthes gpon the read, 16 wos from ths villago that
the path which we were to lollow branchied oif, for
the direct aud much shorter path from Assabor to
Abra Krampa was in the haads of the enemy, ant 1t

was desirable, i posalble, to arrive witheat the

wemy knowing tl oenforcemaonts were on thi
WAy, of at any ral wut his knowing Yhe extent
aod natare of those retinforgninents,

Winle at Assabor we eonld oeenstonally hear the

and were wolil that it
O hinnd el

farut sotnds of distant tirvag

bad beran agnin at 11 i the worning
sodd ity of the froshest of the macines and sailors

were pioked out. and now that it was knows that

Bphting wons going . noearly tho whole of the 500
evneed Lheir wilhingoess w go on, and doclared
themselves parfoctly recovered by their halt. How.
ever, only 150 wore taken, the othiers romnining be
Bind to garvivon Assabior i ease the enomy should
fall buck by the rosd throngh that villnge. At o

liktle bodore % o clock the selectoed band started, anid

were ol at Buteann by the B0 mavines who had
pue ou from Ascibor, and by 50 men of the West
Indinn Regiment who had come down from Akroful
to mect us. The King of Abrs was also there with
wme twonty of LWie men, he having come out
from Alrs Kramps to inform us that the road was
dear, and to ofter his excort to Sir Gamet. King
Abeaisone of the best of the native kings, Hel

wot & very powerfol monarch; but be can put 00 o

KO men oto the field, and althongh, hke the other
Fantes triles, they can lay no claim whatever to ‘
Iwing I «, #till they are really brave men by tlu
wde of thises Cape Const cowards,  The Ring himselt
W the tallost native 1 haveseen ; indeed he tops most
of his people By & full hesd, being six fuet three
wehies it He s thin, andd by no means brosd in
popertion to lus bight. Me bas o pleasaot faod

with a quict, pentle expression, Ha fought well at

the great bat Qe in the Spiing, which eodod in the
overthrow of the cntive Fantew army. o marciies
W battle carrying o symbol of office,

Throughout our mareh the soand of & heavy and
well-ststiined sufoutey tice prew Jonder ad lowder,
sutil, ss we peared the cawp, it appenteld so closo
Wat thione in the rear of the Bttle column thonghi
that their comradss in front wero hotly engagoed

Eviry one grosped hils rifle and kept his oyes ug
the bushes upon either side,
tver, and wo presently emergod from thie wood at
Mout S0 yards from the beleaguered place. A
Leavy fire v gs kept up agaivet it from threo sides, the
Pace Leing only open on the gide by whieh we had
Mogedd, Sir Gurnet Wolacley was received at the

No shot came, how-

mtnee to the village by Major Russell, thie com-
mandant. Tine officer 120 typical specimon of the
English cavulry officer. He stonds six feet in his

F.M kiuge, withh bioad shioalders and active frame.

e wears bis cheeks avd clin closely shiaved, even

bepe, where every onw else has laid aside bis
meors, e has a licarty, genial, 1 may almost say
SAvtal maoner, nml 1% an onwosse favorite with both
tfieers nud men.  He is n striet disciplinarian, and

He
I Major in the 9th Hussars, one of the crack rogi-
Bents of Eoglish cavalry, e oxpressed himsoll
delighted at tho arrival of Sir Garnet with his re-
mforcoments, althoogh the position bad not Leen
mally woriously attacked, owing to the Ashunters
being unabie o scrow their coursge up to the paint
reqnired fora geveral rush, ‘The anxicly was neeey-
krly very great, as the village was an extensive
oue, atel the troops had oll been in their places, ex-
Pecting an attack for twenty-four hours, Rir Gar-
?rt thanged Major Russell for the manner in which
e had conduoted the defenw, aod i whick be lud,
¥ith ouly a few wounded on his side, kept at Loy
We whole Ashantee army. :
All this time o deafening fire of musketrs was ke pt
" and wo made for the eenter of the village, when
e men were all told off to the different native
Mouses, ‘Thoe men who had been so long upon watch
¥o o relieved by the new comars, and as dark came
¥ the fire slackened, nud by o ne o’clock, save for an
ftasional dropping shot, the plaoe was as quict as if
Lenomy had boon within n hundred miles of us.
Lhave doscribed Abra Kismpa in o previous lstter,
Mt ueed only repeat that it is of the furm of an
Imegular trisugle, the churcl, which forma the
Soex standing npon the highest ground, and its fire
:;l #reat extout covering two eides of the village,
# whele ground around had been cleared to g
Gistance of fully 200 yarde, 8o that the enemy wonld
"Weto wdvanes aoross that distance of apen gronnd

tha 1
# the Leeror of the cowardly nativos under him,

|
;‘r'-l'-"'l reaching  the mnoearest  house, This
h':..ll tho  safety of the place, for there
* ¥ no doubt  that, lud the Ashantecs
i alle to  approach s closs to it

t,!'l;u“"'" heavy fire of elugs could have silenced
.”.m u!!thu gurnson at sny point, they conld have
B sl t.:l‘.l whole village ot a rush, eave only the
3 I b, which, oconpied as it was by 50 sailors and
Yol "__':":'d"“B’{"ltlﬂllinminnt{hrwhn!o,\nhnn.
S lurau ledefinite time, Asitwas, the Aslaw:

teos were neither able to make a rush scrom ibe
intervening space, nor to do any materie! iijary to
the garrison with their £75 from tne edge of the bush,
for their guna only fire} point blank at 40 yards, and
the alugs, although they may wound, will not pene-
trate deeply at over fifty. Comsequenily, although
trom the way in which they fire high, the rain of
slugs which flew over or fell into the town was tro-
mendous, very few of the garrison had been bit, and
the only man seriously injured was # sailor, who was
struck in the eve by a spent elug.

Tn the mean time the enemy had soffered heavily,

The heavy ballsof the British rifles had scarched the
whole busb, and the groen foliage, from behind which
the Ashantess had fired, had proved bot & poor pro-
toction ngainst snch missiles as these. Whenever
three or four fellows braver than the rest had ad-
vaneed beyoud the edge of the bush, calling upon
the othere 1o follow them, they were shot down in a
minute after they had ventured out by a storm of
bullets, while occasionally a round of grope was
fired from the littls gun on the top of the chureh;
or & rocket went whizziog ont into the bueb, doing,
a8 we learmed from prisoncrs, immense damage,
Onee or twice, when the Ashautees erept up bebind
the edge of a rounded nlope commanding one
gidle of the village, the West Indiavs charged them
boldly aud drove them headlong into the bush,
Buch had been the state of things bafore our arrivid ;
and it was evident, by the siackening of therr fire,
that thev knew that reiinforcemente had arrived.
During the night everything was quiet, and the next
morning wearly 1000 of our native allica from this
town, the groatest cowards probably who ever drow
hreath, slso entered the camp. During the merming
there was a slight exchange of fire with some of the
enemy who bad agnin crept np the wlope: but at
noon the West Indians were advanced and beld this
position,
The Cape Const men were ordered at 2 o'clock to
advanee into the bush to fecl the enemy. It was
well known ythat they wonld not fight, but it wase
hoped that the Ashantees would atiack them in
foree, aud would, i the ardor of pursuit, follow
them into the open space, and so he exposed to the
fire of tne white troops who lay nnder sheltor i
readiness to give them a warm reception.  The Cape
Congt ten, however, were even more cowardly
than we bad imagned, for they absolutely refused
to onter the bush, The Kossos, a hundred strong,
were therefore peot to drive them iu, These Konsos
are & siagular tribe who lLive north of Blerra Leono
They refuse to carry lirearms, preferrimgto trust to the
sword, They are great at night surprises. At once the
Koasos wont to thear work, and wilth shouta, sided
Ly whacke with the flats of their swords, thoy drove
the Cape Const wen juside the bush. Once inside,
the ghiouting was tromendons, the Kossos trying to
drive the Fantees forward, the lstier refosing to
budge an inch, although their droms beat and bu-
wlow gonndod with immense energy, At the end of &
couple of hours they were still wathin 500 yards of
the place from which they had started, and as no
attack liad been made npon them, it became proba-
Lle that thie Ashantees had fallen back.

Capt. Browhend of the 24th Hegiment was ordered,
therefore, to take some of King Abra's men and to
endeavor to push forward into the camp of the
onemy. Tlos be did at a ran, sad vpon entering. be
wis fived at by tive or six Ashantees who alone re-
mained, and whe alter firing at once took to tight
News being vent buck to the General, the Houssas
nuder Lient. Gordon etarted for the Ashantee vii-

lige. & mile beyond their ecamp. This  was
found  similurly  deserted, and  Lient. Gondon
pushed  on  dfor another hall nmule. It was

growing dusl, and, having beco several times fired
al from thie busb, he retwed to the village, The
lace 1self and the whole road testified 1o the fact
of a sodiden and intonse panie.  Farnitare, elothing,
and evon arms wore everywhere strown about,
Cooliiug pole were still mmmering over the fires,
and although no donbt the bulk of the army had
marched enrly, o grent many had remanod bolond,
believiug theuselves safe nontil scared by the wild
phouting in the bush mede by the Fautoes ani
Keowsos, A good many of the Fantee slaves made
thieir escape i the eonfasion snd were browght in ¢
pome ware handeatied, others manncled to logs, and
nll were in o state of semi-slarvation.  Among them
woere several women,

The next morning the native levies the Cape Coget
men, the Kossos, the Houssas, and the King of
Abra's men, started o pursuit, the
diveet line of retreat. others to head off the enemy,
twenty miles distant. The Governor, with the
greater portion of the white troops, marchod down
amain to the const, where the sailors and wmarines
wore at once ombarked, Twenty-fonr hours after-
ward we lonrned that the native allies bl come up
with the enetov’s rear, and had, after & ekirmish of
an hour, fallen back, Many of them behaved ex-
ooodingly bad, and many continned their retreat
until they resched this plaes,  Finee that time
thie police have been busy hunting up these fugi-
tives, Thoeir arins are seieed, and they themeelves
are warched nmnder an escort to be put to work
upon the romls, The women of this town are much
aflicted st the enwardiee of their men, and the
wives of some of their prineipal men have, for the
lnst two days, been going about the town calling
upon the women to show that they apipreciate theef-
forts which tho white men are making to defond thaw
trom the Axhuntees, by eomiog forward and offerivg
to carry loads up tato the terior. * The men,” thoy
waid, " have disgracs] themeelves; Tot ne do our best
o wipe out the diggiace they have Lronght upon
our town  These appeals were responded to by
two or three hnudred women, and it is hoped that
many more will present theinselves, for they are
mueh more trustworthy than the men: and, as there
must be some thonsands Lore, they eould, if they
enme forward enmestly and heartily. do n great
deal to reliove the British army of its diffioultios in
tho way of tesnsport. The women work well to-
gethor; they eome in ne they start, in n compart
bLody, while the men, upon the other hand. stragele
w anvhew, and not o fow eop ot the voadside
wtutious, potend illaess, and declare that it is quite
unpossible that they con earvy their Joads any
further.

The transport gquestion b an all important one for
the Britsh army. Up to the Pral it g intended
that & romd wide enough for four men to mareh
abreast with comfort shali be made.  Hots are to he
vrected at cach eamping gromml, capable of eontain-
ing 400 men, xo that the troops can mareh up in par-
tice of that strength, day after day, and find «helter
at ench halting place, Beyond the Prah, which is
about the half way point, being about eightv miles
alike from Coomassie wnd from the coust, the real
hardship of the expedition will begin.  No tente will
be earricd beyond this rviver, and cach officer will
bave one man allotted to lim to ecarry his
b, covking utensils, waterproof sheots, blankets,
clothes, andd gnch little comforts in the way of a bot-
tle of bramdy or two, n tin of choeolate and milk
and o fow pots of Lichig's meat essence, This last
will be greatly needed, for there ecan be no fresh
meat served out,  Salt meat is very good food for a
bungry muo iu & temperato elimato, but an the
tropics one’s appetite requires a Little tempting, and
an exhansted wan 18 little inclined for ealt pork.
The correspondents of the Fress are to be on the
wune fooling as the oflicers; such at least is the
present arvaungemoent; but 1 hope that smne shght

ROINE  1T)

r_nu:lilinntiun will be made in onr favoer, for
it will be almost Jmpossible to  mit  down
in the apen wir 10 writo o loteer.

Lying upou the ground is an nnpleasant shing 1n
conntry whare wll the ground is covered with thick
bush, which has bosn only just cleared to mako way
for the eamp, ‘Sl.ump- stick up in all directions hike
bayonets, sod insects, saraged at the disturbance of
their usaal haunts, watder wbont 1 all directioos

aoyd bite gyerytlung kand gverybody they wny weet

The anta esnesialiy are continually upon the prowl,
and their bite is like a spark of fire dropping upon
the skin. Altogether, what with constant and severe
fighting by day, uncomfortable nights, food unsnited
to the climate, and no liquors excepting tea made
with bad water, I do not think we shall have alto-
gether a pleasant time of it beyond the Prah.

Nov. 15.—There has been a general feeling of nnea-
siness here, owing to Bir Garnot Wolseley's having
had aslight attack of fever. Happily, however, hois
improving, and will, it is hoped, be able to resume
work in a few days. Any serious illnoss upon the
part of the General would bo a grievous blow to the
expedition. He in at present zpon the Bimoom, hos-
pital ship. We have been baving some heavy rains
here during the last few days. These are ealled the
“little rains,” They do not extend far into the
country, and, as n general rule, appear to make the
atmosph ) instead of ck ., 'This morning,
however, is an exception to this rule, for we
had & heavy rain just before daylightfand there
is now a cool, pleasant breeze. In a short time we
ehall have a cold, dry wind, which comes over the
desert, where it leaves its moisture behind it, but
picks up 80 large s quantity of fine dust that the air
here is quite thick with it. The natives detest this
wind, for it dries up and cracks their skin, and even
causes bleeding at the nose, and is not infrequently
accompanied by fover, Europeans who have been
out here for some time also find it disagreeably
cold and bracing ; but to new comera from England
it is both pleasant and healthy, and, while it lasts,
they mav eansider thamselves nroof against both
malarious fever and dysentery—the two scourges of
the Coast.

Nothiog of interest has oceurred during the lust
three days, except that the King andiChief of Cape
Coast have agreed with the authorities here that all
able-bodied men are liable to service either as fight-
ing men or laborera.  They have accordingly drawn
up a eort of decree to this effect, which, although
not prohaps a strictly legal document, is a justifi-
eation to the military suthoritics in carrying out
steps which are no donbt strong, bnt which are ab-
solutely nocessary.  The police were accordingly at
work all yesterday seizing every able-bodied man
and taking him to the Castle, where, in the after-
noon, they were loaded and sent up country under an
escort. The town all day was in an nproar ; the police
pushed their search into the houses, broke down doors,
and earried on exciting chinses over the roofs of the
houses. Every man they came across was seized,
and I nad to mako soveral trips to the Castle to
got my servants and hammock hands, who were
continually being captured, At Jast 1 obtained
official papers from the police officer, and although
this did not exempt them from being seized, for fow
of the police can read, they were released as soon as
they reached the Castle. The search continues to-
day., BirGarnet Wolseley remains sick on board
ghip. Commander Hewitt hae arrived and assumed
the paval command, The Ashantees arc etill re-
tirnng.

WASHINGTON.
el 1 S .

BARON SCHWARZ-SENBORN'S APPOINTMENT.
I APPOINTMENT A8 MINISTER OF THE AUSTRO-
HUNGARIAN  EMPIRE AT WASIIINOTON MADE
Wil HREFERENCE TO THE CENTENNIAL FXPO-
KITION—TIE BARON'E EXPERIENCE A8 A DIFLO-

MAT AND ORGANIZER OF WURLD'S FAIRS.

IBY TELEGHAFH TO THE TRIDUNE.]

Wasiisneron, Jan 1.=The reported appointment
of Baron Schwarz-Senborn a the Minister of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire to this conutry, if made,
1% wo doubt in reference to the Philadelpbia Centen-
pinl. The Baron was General Director of the Viennna
Exhibition, in which position e exhibited remurk-
able ability, making the enterprise a notable sue-
cose i the fuce of diffioultics and embarrassinents
such ae no previous World's o Fair encountered,
The Austrian  CGovernment, mno doubt, wishes
to  make his  experience and  talent  of
use in this  coantry, jto  seoure a  oredit-
able exhibition of the munufacturea of the
cmpire at Philadalpbia. Both Austria and Hangary
Lave muade remarkable progress in the industrial
arts since the Government was liberalized in 1866,
and the statesmen of the doal empre that have
replaced the old comtralraed despotism, are wisely
seoking enlarged commercial relations with other
countriee, Herotofore, the chief trade with the
United States has been in the dress-buttons, meer-
scliaum pipes, and fancy leather goods made in
Vienoa, aud the glasswares of Bohemna. The wines

of Muoogary have also been  expoited to this
country, but euly to a limited extent. A
great variety of articles 18 now mannfactnred

iu the empire which do not come Into competition
with out own products, and wineh the Centennial
Exbibition will atlard an opportunity of introducing
toeur markets, Mauy of these are articles of dress
and bouschold ornameut which faivly rival those
produced in France, Baron Schwarz-Senborn has
gervod in important diplomatic capacities in Enrope,
and hos besides made the organization of World's
Fairs a specinl study. [ he comes, the Centennial
Commissioners will, no doubt, profit greatly by his
cRpericnee.

i —
NEW-YEAR'S RECEPTTONS.

PHE WECEFTIONS OF THE PRESIDEST AND CADINET
MINIETERS — BRITLIANT  APPEARANCE OF TIHE
EXRCUTIVE MANSION,

WasmyaroN, Jan. 1.=The FExceutive Man-
slon never presonted & more brillant appearance than
it did to-day. The Bast Room hu# boen begutifial in all
its featuros, and the furniture s entirely new. The
Itlue Room has also been retonched, both as to the walis

and the furniture, and s regarded as one of
the bandsomest drawing-roome  in the oountry.
The Mansion Was  opened for  the reccplion

of visitors at 11 o'clock, when Presidont sod Mrs. Graut
touk their positions Iy thoe Blue Roomw, and woro assisted
Ly Heerotacy, Mra. and Miss Edith Flali; Bocretary, Mra.
and Migs Richardson; Sscretary of War and Mrs, Bel-
kuap : Becrotary of the Nave nnd Mra, Robeson ; Attor-
ney ticnernl and Mra. Williams; Postmaster-Genéral
amil Mra, Creswell ; Mres, Benntor Conkling, Miuss Barnos

and 1. ond Mra. Tifluny, Marsbal Bharpe, and Gon.
Habeock participnted in tho pr tion ¥.

The Diplomwatio Corps wero fiest révol ved, Thore was
a full representations of Midstors, with thelr respective
soerolurivs kil abtuchés, socompavied by ladles, Bir Ed-
witd Thorutou touk precedonce in the proseniation, be-
iug the Dean or senior Miulster Plenipoteutiary of the
Lui'ph. Lie eredontials ante-dating all others. The Miu-
istors, with few execptions, were in Tull Court dresa,
After the Diplomatic  Corps fook thelr leave, the
Justioes of the Buprome Conrt, Justice Cliffurd
i the mdvanoe, wore received by the {President
and his party, and, surcedding these, & number of Bep.
ators and Reprusentatives in Congress, the Governor,
and other efcora of the District Government, the Judges
of the Districs Courts, and mombers of the Boutheru
Cladins Compuission, the officors of the Nuvy, hoadod by
Adwiral Porter and Kear Admiral Saods, sud the oflicers
of the srwy, beaded by Gens. Bierman sod Waipple, all
in full unifuri, were reoeived as separate bodles, aud
after they left the mnoslon  the  Assistaut  Secre-
tarles of the several  Departments, offiiers  of
the tarlons Rorcaos, Controllers,  Bolieitors, Com-
misstoners and others pakl thelr  respests to  the
Prosidant., At 3148, the Associated Rarvivors of the
War of 1812 aud tho Associated Veteraus of 1860 were
received, They vumbered about &0 and woro blue
budgos. Noxt came the members of the Oldest Inhabi-
tants' Askogiation, with badges. At 1 o'clock the doors
were opened to the public, and from that bour to 2 p. m,
& continoous throng of eltizons called aud shook bands
with the Presi@ent. 'The Marlve Band, posted o the
wain vestibule, furnished the musie.

Tue oullors to-day upon the Calinet Ministers em-
braced, as usaal, the Judges of the United Statos Bo-
prems Court, members of the Diplematio Corps, the
Goneral of the ATwy and stafl, and officers of the army
and navy geoeraily iu Washiogton; beads of Huresus in
tho Aifterent Dopartments of the Government, and per-

sonal friends nnid wequalutanees,  There ware numerous
other receptions by Oovernment oMders aud prvale
Cithecus botb gy Washiuglou and Ugvizelown,

OUBAN .AFFAIRS.

—_—————

INTELLIGENCE FROM HAVANA.
AMERICAN NAVAL OPFICERS IN THE LOUVAE—CHRIAT
MAS EVE CELEPRATIONS—PROCLAMATION OF QEN.
BURRIFL~THR BEARCH FOR THE MISSING COR-
RESPONDENT,
[PROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT OF TNE fTRINUNE.)

HavaxNa, Deo. 27.—The political sitaation in Ha-
vana remaine unchanged. There is & great dearth
of pewa from the interior, both sides apparently
resting from the prosecution of the civil war, which
has devastated so much of the island. The military
officers at Havana are engaged in discussing the
best measures for the suppression of the rebellion,
but they are much farther now from satisfactory re-
sults than they were four or five years ago, when
the rebellion first sprang into life. If there have
been any engagements, the Bpanish suthorities
have, a8 usual, suppresscd the news, and
from Cuban ,sources it s difficuls to
obtain facts, as their interior correspondents are
obliged to use suchj tedious modes of transmissdon
that it takes weeks aud often montbs to commuuni-
cate intelligence, Binee the defeat of the Cazadores
de Valmaseda and the death of Col. Vilches, no in-
telligence of an interesting characver has arrived
here from the Cuban army, The changes in the
Administration and the dissensions which exist in
the agencies and juntas of the North are not re-
garded favorably by such of the Cubans as care to
express their views, even (o an Awerican, While,
28 A MALLET 0f cowes, 4ha Culan people inwardly
rejoice at the victories of their associatas, vutwardly
they maintain an exceedingly quiet appearance,
avoiding anything like ostentation, shunning eon-
gpicuous gatherings, and generally seeking to make
themselves as little obnoxious as possible to the
Spanish element which so largely predominates in
this city.

The Americans have not forgotten the peeuliar
condition of affaire of the last fow weeks, aud while
they attend to their business with characteristic
regularity, they are averse to entering into large
contracts on extended time, as the gituation Is liable
to chavge at any moment, and from comparative
tranquillity we way be ushered into most sanguinary
revolution., One of the most interesting events of
the week has been the arrival of the flcet dispatch
boat Pinta, Capt. Gorringe. The novel spectacle of
an Ameriean vessel of war in the port of
Havana caused some talk, and o great deal
of attention was directed toward the vesscl,
The ofticers, in full uniform, landed on the
piers, and separating, pursued the various objects
which had brought them to the port, At first it was
thought that there might be some projudice ox-
hibited against them, but all passed without the
alightest demonsteation, exeept that of surprise and
curiosity, In passing the Captain-General's palace
and other public buildivgs whero the Volunteers
waore on guard, and o large pumber were eeated in
conversation, there was a very general raising, snd
a most graceful salute made by the Velunteers,
which was politely returned by the officers of the
Pinta. At the Louvre, tho fumons café which has
been the seene of g0 mueh intrigne and political
demagogism, the oflicers wero pot as gracefully
notieed. At this place the oflicers of the
Spamsh  aroy  sod  navy  are decustomed  to
congregate, as indeed all the Havancee, There were
muny Spanish officors of both branches of the sor-
viee; but there was no ealutation, only a gaze of
mingled curiosity and sullenness, To the civilisus
they were a subject of considerable attention, and
formed the main topic of conversation, By some
chauce, after entering, the American officers Ll
taken seats in what is known as the * Spanish cor-
ner,” and the other frequenters of the eald thought
that there was some method in thelr selection of
goats,  But no locident occurred to mar the general
harmony of the evening.

The uncertainty attonding the political situation
and the dangers to whieh large congregutions of
people give rike hore las pravented anything like
the cordial observance of Christmas Day here that
is characteristie of the day in the North. On
Christmas eve thoe etreots ave filled with groups of
dangerous men of all nations, principally Cubans,
Spauiards, negroes, mulattoes, and Chinese, who
play guitars, tambourines, castanots, and other
mnsieal instrumenta, At midoight they are intoxi-
eated, and heaven help the man who falls into their
elntetios, From midnight until daylight they con-
grogate in the park before the Tacon, where they
dance and shrick and make night hideous, ‘This
vear Noche Buena, ae it is ealled lere, has been
apticipated  with  much  apprebension by the
better class of peopls, The guards are donlbled
and mounted  patvols  ecoured  the  streets,
and other precantions were taken. 1t is for ths
that 1 bave not to chronicle a serices of dreadful
crimes,  In the evening there were, in the chinrchoes,
services under the name of la misa del gollo, known
in the North among the Roman Catholics as Mid-
night Muss,

Iutelligence has reachod here that the Fdear
Stewart, fitting out in the North, is intended for the
Cuban service, Whethier this is trae or not, it is
generally reported that the Tornado, which left
this port eome days ago, has received orders
to pursue the Stewart and, if she proves to beof the
same character as the Virginius, not to take her, but
to sink her wherever found. The commander of the
Department of Santiago, Gen. Burriel, has 1ssaed an
order condoling with his men npon the delivery of
the Virginine and the surrender of the prisoners, but
felicitating them upon the manner in which they
obeyed the instructions of their superiors. e still
remaing at Santiago, and will probably not go to
Spain for some time to come,

Muck regret hus been expressed hy the American
colony in Havana at the mystodivus disappearance
of Mr. Ralph Keeler, the correspondent of T'ue T'ris.
uNE, ot Bantiago. Mr. Keoler left Santiago about
the tame of the transfer of the prisoners {rom that
placo to Cienfuegos, and took passage on board the
steamer Cienfuegos,  The vessel arrived at Manza-
willo with Mr. Kesler's baggage, but he,waa not on
board, It 14 pot koown hero whether Mr, Keeler
started with the vessel and waas lost overboard, or
whethier he was lolt behing and met with foul treat-
ment in Saotisgo, At first it was supposed that he
bad siply missod a steamer; but now the gravest
apprehensions are ootertained. Beyond the fact of
his disappesrance, no other poeitive information ia
known, The ofticials are making inquiry, and it is
boped that something will be luarned as to his dis-
appearance,  Although ooly a very short time in
Havana, be bad made many friends, all of whom are
very soiry to learu of his disappearance.

e

CAPI'l. TATTERSON AND THE ATTORNEY-
GENERAL.
PO FHE ALLEGED OWNER OF TUE ViR-
GINILS,
Tothe Editor of The Trabune,

Bt Termit me to set wysel! right before the publle
by the statemant of u few plaln facts. The lesus be-
tween the Attorney-General and myse!lf was ot of my
secking, He forced it upon e when be wrote and lad
published thesa words:

w1 eannot do olherwise than te hold upon this evi.
duuee that Patterson's vath was fulse, nud thal the roais-
try obtatned [u his nume was o f2aud upon the Nuviga-
tlon laws of the United Btates."

1 met this socnsation we directly and explicitly as I
kuew how to 2o when, iu my letter; I wrote as follows:

“ Jhut 1 do Know and do assure you that any testlipeny
that 1 wus not Lhe true sod sole owoer of the Vieginlus
ot the time whoen sho was registared, is attoriy false ;
for | fid not sweur falsely, but truly, when I wok the

A NOTE

averring the truth of shat osth. T am not & skilled
writer, but it scome to me (hat my sverment mel the
ecase fully, and it did not occur 10 meo that I abould bave
recited the oath In ful) when | averred its trutb, in order
10 escape the eharee of evaslon.

It o also aaked why I did not give securitioa when 1
slgned my bonds. I the Attormey-Genversl had aaked
sny Custom-house broker, he woald bave been informed
that the Colleetor, In & great majority of cases, doea not
require secarities. The Colleetor did not nak any of me.
It he bad, T would bave given them. T did not ask to be
L] 4, and the buniness was dona by & broker in the
usual way, If the want of securities proves & want of
title or & false oath, as the Attorney-General thinks it
does, then 1 say ihat most vessels carrylng our flag are
not owned by those who paid for thew, for in wost cases
thera are no secarities.

My lettar is sald to be " impudent.” Haa it come to
this that an American cilizen, conseious of his own lono-
cence, must guiltily submit to be publicly branded as &
perjurer by the Attorney-General, and moke no reply 1
Is 1t posaiblo that apy man thinks that Ioughtto hava
submitted to this secusatics withont denying it if I
could truly denyit? And do you think that the Attor-
nes-Geoernl had a right * pronounce judgment on me
without & hearing becs se Bpain furnished him with
aflidavita whieh 1 had no opportunity to ses or conira-
dict, whose anly ohject waa Lo prove that I had sworn
falsely, Bome seem to think that becasuse the United
Btates had agreod with Bpain to dispenso with a salute
it Bpain conld * prove to the satisfuction” of the United
Btates that the Virginiua waa not eutitled to carry the
fag, therefore the Attorney 1 waa bound tobe
satiafied with the aMdavita which Bpain farnished him
without taking the truuble to ask whether the person
charged with erime had been heard In ita owo dofense.
Would su Engiish Attorney-General, for exawmple, have
parmitted & foreign governmens to eonvict an Eoglish-
man of perjury by ex parte afidavits which, ir troe, at
the -
D M S e osyicted bls Gorermmens ok asote 2e
Tus Government at ouce dil all that 1 could have
maked it then to do; and {4 wounld have been * lmpu-
dent” inme to elamor for anything more. It never
occurred to me that she Guvernment conld, on er purie
prouf, reverae its whole course and sbandon i own
clwim o Spaln, and in doing that, sacritice mv rights

iso. If I bad been advised, 1 should have lefe a notice
in the Btate De ni log the ¥
gend me copies of the seeret proceedings ou which I was
t o tried by Bpain; but unfortanstely 1 was advised
otherwise, What I could bave done with the papers in
cuse the Eeerotary had furnished me copies, I do not
kuow; bt | do not flatter mywell that any commenta of
mine eould have made thein leds satwsfactory to ihe
Attornéy-General than they were found to be. T eould
only have repeated my oath ; and, unless 1 conld have
beon permitied to oonfront and eross-examine the wit-
nesses, T would bave begu no better off than I am now.
Very respeetlally, JonxN F. PATTEREON.

New-York, Dev. ¢, 1573

et —
A BURVIVOR FROM THE
SACRLE,

Capt. Grats, who was reported among the
victis of Bantiago, wishes it koown that he has
escaped tho fate which La Croniska sssigoed to him.
e describes the condition of the prison sl Sautiagoe de
Caba as ineredibly offinsive, e could not slsep during

the pertodof hle incarceration thero In eousequence of
the bzarda which inseried themselves into every part
of lils clothing nud the swarms of vermnin that afforded
uo poace by day or plght. Capl. Grats bas just left
the hospital, and has o onderger 8 serions operstion
upon his wonkl, the jJaw-hone having beeoms diseassd
and !l the teeth loosened by the ternibio cflects of wa-
laria and hardship. He asoribes his escape to the timely
;nwln‘.-muw of Capt. laorraine of the Eaglish ship
obe.

GENERAL FOREIGN NETVS.
THE VILLE DU HAVRE DISASTER.
CAPY. EURMONT'S THEORY OF THE COLLISION—THE

LOOKOUT ON THE VILLE DU PAVERE— MIE CHARGE

O COWARDICE.
LaxpoN, Thursday, Jan. 1, 1974,

The investigation into the Ville du Havre disaster
was eontinued to-day. A deposition from Capt.
Surmont was rend, He attrivutes the collision to a
lack of judgment in steering both vessels,

A deposition was rewd from the man who was on
the lookoat on board the steamship, declaring that
he saw no lighta on the Loch Earn until after the
collision occurred, Ho also says the Loch Earn did
not alter her eourse at all.

The earpeater’s apprentice of the Loch Earn re-
iterated the story that the mate of the latter vessel
threatened to fico upon the Frenchmen beeause of
their rofusal to aid in tho rescue of their comrades,
IHe also testitied to the drynoss of Capt. Surmont’s
clothing when o came on board the ship.

el
THE REPUBLIC OF SPAIN.
EXPFLOSION AT CARVAGENA — EFFORTS 10 BRING
ABOUT A RECOSCHIATION BEUWEEN CASTELAR

AND BALMERON.
MApRID, Thorsday, Jun, 1, 1874,

On Tuesday night a shell from the besicg-
iog battery setilre to the Tnsargent ron-chnd Tetusn in
the harboy of Cartagena, After burnlug for three hours
the fre reachied the magazine, whiteh exploded with tre-
wendous forve, domaging thoe vessel serlonsly,

The Depuaties to the Cortes are endeavoring to recon-
eite the diflevences between Ealmeron aud President
Castelar.

Marshial Berrano & endeavoring to gecure the remaval
of Gen. Morlones from the eommand of the Republican
forces in Cordova,

The Government has suppressed several newspapers of
Federal prociivitics,

MORLE COMMUNISTS CONDEMNED TO DEATH.
VERBAILLES, Thursday, Jan, 1, 1504,

The court-martial sitting for the trial of

Communiste hax condomned slx wore of thcin to death,

four Lelng in confumactanm,
————

FOREIGN NOTES,
Mr. Byane, proprietor of The Londen Hour,
fu ol
Speeie in the Bank of England has increased
duriug the week £i96.000.

SANTIAGO MAS-

A NEW-DHAMPSHIRE DEFALCATION,
it
THE TUEASURER OF A CONCORD BAVINGS BANK MIS-
AFFROPRIATES OVER 00,000,

Bosron, Jan, 1,—An irregularity in connec-
tlon with the Natiooal Savings Bank of Cooncord, N. i,
is wnnounced, the Toeasurer, W, W. Stores, baviog mis-
appropriated $83,000, On Friday last, whilo the trustees
were looking over the notes and papers, the Treasurer
confesaad that there was o deficioncy in his acconut,
this being the first intimation the offleers had received.
Tae Trowsurer atated that for tho past three years he
had repeatedly loaned the funds of the bank to Hobers
8. Websater, who had been largely engaged in lnmber

peratl in Elleuburg, N. Y., and had become greatly
spbartnssed, His bondemen were promptly Informed
of ¢hie defaloation, aud nave heon in seasion overy duy
sinco examining lato the affic'r. His bouds are either
$100,000 or §120,000, aud his sureties, 25 10 number, aro
all sound men, representing largely the business wealth
of Concord., These bonds secure the depositors from all
loes on Btorrs’s account. The jnstitution has deposits
amountive to about §1,200,000. The President is George
A. Plilsbury of Coneord. The business of the bank will
bo in no manper interrupted by the Treasurer's defalea-
tion, Btorrs atates that his position aa eashier of tho
First Natiousl Baok and Treasurer of tho savings bank
cuabled him to oarry tho acoouud uwaknowdn toaoy of
the officials of eitber lustitution.

Coxconn, N, H., Jan, 1.—There was great excitement
bero this forencon over the Natioual Bavisgs Bauk
defaleation, which was not eencrally known untl 10
o'clock, when depositors had gathered in a large gronp
in front of the bank building, waitiog to get a dividend
which it had been annouunced would be pald to-day.
When the doors were opened they were surprised at
being told that no payments could be made at present.
The ofMoces stated that tiey bad made preparations to
pay off about 23 por cens of tno depomitore to-day, but
that Jobn D. Lywmau, oue of the Btate Bank Commis-
slopers, requested that wo portion of the deposita Lo

out until he could make an oMelsl examination of

the lmstitution, The officers further stated that they
hud in the vauits, In ecash, in readiness vo be pald out,
nearly §150,000,000. This explanation satisfied the more
ble of the depoai Bome of them ware, kow-

antll necessary to obtain her reglstry aa an American
veannl, and of (his [ remain certain, notwith fing thoe
Atlorpoy-Genorad les doecided lllll_.lm * ganuut do velior-
wise than to hold® Lo the cunirary

PPy words of the statute which It s salid T avaided are
the words of the onth 1 took, Tdld ;vear In those very
and the Attorpey-General * doclded” that 1
I mwot thae decision by

worils,
awore lalsely whon T did so.

ever, very fearful that matlecs were worse thun wos
gunarally belioved, and thoy began o oiler thear books
at 18 cents on tha dollar, but calmer depositors dissuaded
them from making any eoch rosh bargslas. At noon,
the B elosed its doors a9 usual, aud svon alterwasd

Lhe crowd dsuersod,

THE GENEVA AWARD.

———

PLANS FOR IT8 DISTRIBUTION.

THE DILLA OF MESSRE, EOMUNDS, POLAXD, AND
BUTLER—OBJECTIONS URGED AGAINAT EACH-—
PROPOSITION TO COVER THE ENTIRE AWARD INTO
THE TREASURY.

|PROM THR REGULAR CORRESPONDENT OF THRE TRIRUNR.]

Wasnryarox, Jan. 1.~Fifteen and a-half millions
of dollars lying in the Treasnry invested in Five per
cent bonds, about eighteen million dollars of claima
filed in the Btate Department, and three bille pend-
ing in Congress providing for the distribution of the
Award, Lnt neither of them advanced beyond pre-
liminary consideration in committeca—this is the
position of the Geneva Award question to-day. Be-
pide the $18,000,000 elaimed by private parties, the
Governmaut is, or may be, a claimant for an almost
indefinite snm for expenses inenrred in ehasing the
rebel ernisers and protecting onr eommerce from
their depredations, Congress must determine who
in entitled to participate in the award, or most ereate
a tribunal to determine the question, or anthorizes
some conrt to doso; and if Congress itself determines
by law what classes of claimants shall be admitted,
it mnst provide sgome method by which the evidence
of their claims may be examined, and their cases:
heard and adjudicated. Until it does 30, no portion’
of the award can be tonched: It was mvested in'
the new Five per cents as soon as received, in compli-
ance witha law passed last Winter when 1t was fonnd.
that there was not time enongh before the end of
the session to settle the question of its final pesition.
The qnestions growing out of the award were ab
that time scarcely diseussed at all in either House,
but were very generally eanvassed in tho news-
papers, partienlarly that of the validity of the
elaims of insnranee companies, which was asserted
and denied by different jonroals with o formidable
show of argnment and citations of law and prece-
dent. The bills now pending ditfer widely as to the
principles to govern the distribution and the method
of making it,

The bill of Senator Fdinnnds erertes o Court of
five Judges, to be ealled the * Court of Commission-
ers of Alabama Cluima” to he appainted by the
President, to sit 1n Washington, aud to hear and
determine all eases within one vear, nnless the Pres-
jdent prolongs the time six months, The Judges are
to have 0,000 & year salary, the Clerk of the Conrt
3,000, and the Heporter F2500, The Court it Te=
ceive and examine all elaims admissible under the
bill directly resulting from dumige cansed by tho
Alabawma, Floride and their tenders, and also by the
Shenandonh after her departnre from Meibonrne on
VPebruary 18, 1565; and to  decude upon the
ameunt and validity of such eliima according to the
prineiples of law and the merita of the several eases,
No ¢laim i3 to be admissible for loss for which -
gnrance has been reeoived, unless the insaranes did
not equal the amount of the loss, i which case al-
lowanes may be made for the diftersnee. No elaim
for constenetive damages i4 to be entertained, or for
wagea for officers und seamen for o longoer time thun
one year after the breaking up of a voyage. All
claims of insurance companies are baried, nnless 16
be proven that daring the Robellion the swm of
company's losses, in respect (o its war risks, ex-
ceeded the sum of its premions on sueh rigks; insoch
eases un allowance may be ade for the « teess, Claima
on aceonnt of disloyal persons or nsOTANCs COM -
nies not lawfally organized under the laws of some
ane of the United States, ure not admis<ible,  Inter-
ent at four per cent is to be allowed from the dite
the loss wis snstauned. The Court is to certify the
judgments to the Seerctary of State, who is to repm b
them to the Treasury, and the Scorctary is to pay W5
per cent of the principal of the judgnonts and the
whole of the interest allowed, and retain five per
cent, If the sum of all the judginents exeseds tho
amount of the award, a pro mta distribution 9
to bo mude. Nothing 18 saxl in  the Wil
about the olaim of the United States. sl
it is probable that the five per cent retained would
be all the Government could get under it The prin-
cipal objections to the bill ave, first, that it ereates
an expensive tribunul to do the work ;  seeond, that
the members of the Conrt would, fa all probability,
be politicians in fuvor with the President, but with
no specinl fitness for their duties; and third, that
all the elaimants would have to bhring their cases to
Washington, wiere the horde of claim-agonts wonid
reap wrich harvest ot their expense.

The bill of IRepresentative Poland of Vermont
ereates no special tribunal, but pots the busioess in
the hands of sueh Cirenit Conct as the Presidont
ghull seleet, The Attorney-General is to file n bl
in equity in the Court so selected, in the natore of
bitl of witerplonder, setting forth the smonnt of Ltha
award claimed by the Government aml the fwets
and grounds of its cluim. Al porsons or corporie
tions who have filed claims agaiost the award in the
State Department are to be named as defendnnrs,
andl steh porsons oF corporations as shall appesr and
make claims within six months after the filing of
the bill shall also” be defendants. The elams of
all persons who  do not enfer an appearanen
within six mouths are to be forever barred.
Claimants may file evidence in opposition to the
elaim of the United States. 1f any elaim exceeding
£5,000 is disallowed, t 2 elaimant may appeal to tho
sSupreme Conet, and o any such elaim 18 disallowed
the United States may appeal, or if a clvm 19
allowed to the United States in excess of sach wum,
any clatmant wmay in like manuer appeal.  The coscs
oy u]lpe.:'l.rul are to take precedouce of all other
canses in the Supreme Court. The claims allowed
the United States are to have prierity and be firg
paid. ‘The other claims are to be paidl in full within
gix months, with five per eent interest from the dale
of the rondering of final judgment, in case there g
money enongh left of the award; if vot, then a
pro rata disteibation is to bo made. The objections
to Judge Poland’s bill come chictly from the elaim-
ants, who say that under 1t the Government would
be pretty certain to get tho lion's sliaro of the
award. Itis furthar objected that the court mighd
allow the elaims of the insnrauce companics undee
what is called the law of sulbrogation, in which easa
the pro rata share of other elaimants would bo very
small. Perbaps the wost valid objection s that 18
would be putting too much power in the hand« of »
single judge to allow him to decide what elasnes of
claiins were admissible, in addition to deciding upon
the validity of the evidence preseuted in support of
the admitted claims.

Gen. Butler's bill proceedsupon an entively different
principle. It first lays down quite expli titly the law
that is to govern the aduission aud rejection of
claims, and then leaves to the courts only the duty
of deciding upon the evidence presented to sustuin
the admitted claims. No one court is to ba selected,
but every claimant is to bring his case before the
Circuit Court having jurisdiction where be resides
The claims are to be paid in the following order :

HMirst: To gulnsured owners of sbips and gargoos de-
stroyed by o crulser fur whose acls the arbifrators
fousd Great Britain lable, and for the value of such
shups and curgoes, their ontfits, wages pald to seamen,
aud for freights actnally earned and lost by the capture,

Becond ; To the offlcers and erowy of vessels eaptured
for their personal property when not fosured, aud for
wawes earned and aopald, and damages sustained Ly
detention, and nmounts expended in returning heme,

Third ; Where the owners, offtoers, or scamen of such
wesscls were lumured for less Lhan their actual losscs o
further Indemmity ehall bo made them,

Fourth ; To the Unived States for all vessels owned or
churtered by i, which were captured or deatroyed, with
tho same indemnity to the oMcers wnd crows us provided
fn tho case of private vessels,

Fira: Toall porsons and companies who paid pree
mivms for war risks after the saling of either of the
Rebel crolsers W the amount of the extrs preoiwinmwe

pala,
Sieth : To o)l iusarers who can show that the smoned

boe Fowiih Fuge,



